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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the making date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty PO) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the maQing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply v^rithin the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 February 2004 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomrial matters, prosecution as to the merits Is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Clainfis 

4) S Claim(s) 1-36 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-36 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 185(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C, § 119 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)\3 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Non-Final Office Action is responsive to Applicant's amendment submitted 
February 24, 2004. Claims 1-36 are pending. 

The affidavit filed on February 24, 2004 under 37 CFR 1.131 is sufficient to 
overcome the Savage and Reilly references. 

Official Notice 

The Examiner notes Applicant did not seasonably challenge the assertion of 
Official Notice in the last Office Action. Accordingly, all limitations asserted under 
Official Notice are deemed admitted prior art In accordance with MPEP § 2144.03. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments are moot In viev^ of the new grounds of rejection 
appearing below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not Included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Webber et al. (US 6,009,413) ("Webber") In view of "EM" ("EM Science Launches 
EMformation Web-based Catalog for Chemical Information and Ordering" 
Business Wire (April 13, 1998)) and further in w\ew of Official Notice. 

Regarding Claims 1, 2, 8, 11, 16, 21, 24 and 30, Webber teaches an online 
method and system for locating vendors for an item wherein a user submits a number of 
Item criteria (col. 4, lines 4-8; and col. 5, lines 10-13 and 29-37). Users' access to the 
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system is restricted via a security code (col. 3, lines 55-58). Upon entry of the security 
code and item criteria, users are presented with a list of vendors for the item wherein 
the list of vendors includes read only data item data (col. 4, lines 4-8; col. 5, lines 10-13 
and 29-37; and col. 5, lines 45-56). According to Webber's system, vendors are 
permitted to upload product data on a periodic basis (col. 3, lines 10-24 and 58-61; col. 
4, lines 11-13; and col. 5, lines 6-9). 

Webber does not expressly teach providing chemical compound data information 
relating to chemical products that are available for sale. However, EM teaches an online 
system for sourcing chemicals wherein a user is permitted to submit chemical 
requirements including the product they are seeking including quantity (page 1 ). EM 
also teaches permitting the user to select the chemical suppliers that are to provide 
chemical product data (Id.). At the time of Applicant's invention, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify Webber to include the teachings of 
EM. This combination would enable Webber's system to be applied to the procurement 
of chemicals. 

Webber and EM do not expressly teach exchanging information for a specific lot. 
However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that exchanging information regarding the 
purchase of a specific lot of commodity or raw material is old and well known in the art. 
At the time of Applicants' invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Webber and EM to include exchanging information for a specific lot in 
order to provide for the procurement of commodities which vary in quality and 
composition. 
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Regarding Claims 3 and 31 , Webber, EM and Official Notice teach all the 
limitations discussed under Claims 1, 2, 1 1, 16, 24 and 30. Webber and EM do not 
expressly teach accessing a server system via the Internet. However, the Examiner 
takes Official Notice that performing data exchange over the Internet is old and well 
known in the art. Therefore, at the time of Applicant's invention, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify Webber and EM to include 
accessing a server system via the Internet in order to provide a widely available 
communication means thereby inaeasing the potential number of users. 

Regarding Claims 12, 13, 25 and 26, Webber, EM and Official Notice teach all 
the limitations discussed under Claims 1 , 2, 11, 16, 24 and 30. Webber and EM do not 
expressly teach receiving the name of the purchase of a specific lot, receiving the 
chemical compound history tracking request, and generating a tracking history request 
for the chemical compound. However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that 
assessing the source of a commodity in making a purchasing decision is old and well 
known in the art of materials procurement. Assessing the source of a commodity 
enables purchasers to assess the quality of materials. Therefore, at the time of 
Applicants' invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, to 
modify Webber and EM to include receiving the name of the purchase of a specific lot, 
receiving the chemical compound history tracking request, and generating a tracking 
history request for the chemical compound. 

Regarding Claims 14, 15, 27-29, Webber and EM teach all the limitations 
discussed under Claims 1 , 2, 1 1, 16, 24 and 30. Webber and EM do not expressly 
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teach receiving reservation data, storing reservation data, and sending an electronic 
confirmation message to a user. However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that 
reserving an item or service, in connection with an online transaction, and receiving a 
confirmation of such a reservation is old and well known in the art. Therefore, at the 
time of Applicants' invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art, to modify Webber and EM to include teach receiving reservation data, storing 
reservation data, and sending an electronic confirmation message to a user. This 
combination would enable a user to receive an assurance that a bargain has been 
completed such that the user will not have to seek performance of the bargain from 
another party. 

Regarding Claims 4, 9, 10, 17, 22 and 23, Webber, EM and Official Notice teach 
all the limitations discussed under Claims 3 and 16. Webber and Official Notice do not 
expressly teach receiving an electronic COA, and electronically displaying said COA in 
printable format. However, EM teaches an online method and system for providing 
chemical products including providing certificates of analysis, material safety data 
sheets and health and safety environmental data (p. 1). At the time of Applicant's 
invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify 
Webber and Official Notice to include receiving an electronic COA, and electronically 
displaying said COA in printable format in order to provide user with detailed product 
information thereby enabling users to make informed purchasing decisions. 

Regarding Claims 5 and 18, Webber, EM and Official Notice teach all the 
limitations discussed under Claims 4 and 17. Webber and EM do not expressly teach 
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receiving critical contaminant data from said users concerning contaminants of 
particular interest, and sorting said chemical compound lots. However, the Examiner 
takes Official Notice that taking chemical contaminants into consideration, when 
procuring chemicals for industrial uses, and ranking sources of chemicals according to 
the chemical contaminants, is old and well known in the materials procurement art. 
Therefore, at the time of Applicants' invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify Webber, EM and Official Notice to include receiving 
critical contaminants data from said users concerning contaminants of particular 
interest, and sorting said chemical compound lots. This combination would enable 
users to obtain the best possible source for chemical compounds when users have a 
special use for said chemical compound. 

Regarding Claims 6 and 19, Webber, EM and Official Notice teach all the 
limitations discussed under Claims 5 and 18. Webber, Official Notice and Savage do 
not expressly teach sending electronic messages to said users concerning receipt of 
additional chemical compound lot specification data. However|EM llilh^ 
method for the procurement of chemicals wherein a purchaser is permitted to 
communicate with a chemical supplier (page 1 ). Therefore, at the time of Applicants' 
invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify 
Webber, EM and Official Notice to include sending electronic messages to said users 
concerning receipt of additional chemical compound lot specification data as this would 
enable users to finalize the procurement of chemical compounds. 
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Regarding Claims 7 and 20, Webber, EM and Official Notice teach all the 
limitations discussed under Claims 6 and 19. Webber and EM do not expressly teach 
sending electronic e-mail messages. However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that 
transmitting transaction data via e-mail is old and well known in the Internet commerce 
art. Therefore, at the time of Applicants' invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify Webber and EM to include sending electronic e-mail 
messages in order to provide a convenient and widely accepted means of 
communication. 

Claims 32-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over "EM" ("ElVI Science Launches EMformation Web-based Catalog for Chemical 
Information and Ordering" Business Wire (April 13, 1998)). 

EM teaches an Internet procurement Web site having a database that stores a 
plurality of chemical data including certificates of analysis and related chemical 
compound lot specification data from a plurality of suppliers (page 1 ). EM allows users 
to access and display detailed chemical data including certificates of analysis (Id.). EM 
does not expressly teach retrieving a second certificate of analysis of a second supplier 
based on input from a second user. However, EM posts product data from a number of 
distributors, and permits access to any customer having Internet access. Providing 
products from a number of distributors increases the value of EM's service since it 
provides customers with a greater product selection. Moreover, enabling multiple users 
to access EM's site simultaneously provides volume in site traffic and sales. Therefore, 
at the time of Applicant's invention, it would have been obvious to modify EM to include 
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retrieving a second certificate of analysis of a second supplier based on input from a 
second user. 

It is also important to note that EM does not expressly teach the first supplier and 
first user being located in different countries. However, as EM is directed to providing 
global access to product data via the Internet, it would have been obvious to permit 
users in different countries to utilize EM*s communication medium for completing 
international financial transactions. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eartier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tim Brown whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-0773. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, Sam - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Housel can be reached on (571) 272-0902. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Tim Brown 
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